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Lonely Goodbye (and another poem)
for those who, wherever, have to die lonely

[Belgium—Spain| Germain Droogenbroodt

Chilly the room

the white walls

audible only

the echo of loneliness.

Not a tender word anymore
no warm embrace

just the time,

a leaking tap,

ticking.

None knocking at the door

nobody you expect,
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no one, except death.

Altea, 2.4.2020
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Todesfuge #(Corona virus)

To Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, Jair Bolsonaro--*

Death, we drink you,

we drink you with our eyes,

we drink you with our ears

we drink you day by day

Deaths

no time is left to say good bye,
no time to dig your graves

The leaders paved the road
with hypocrisy and dazzling lies

Death, we drink you,

* (LTHAE) , BT - RZ 4%, £ T4
Sk KA R 4,



RETZES26 | HOUSTON GARDEN OF VERSES |

we drink you with our eyes,
we drink you with our ears

we drink you day by day.

Altea, Spain, 28.3.2020
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Windy rose

Up, down, coming, going.
Dancing fire

beating lights.

Waves after waves

rainbows after rainbows.
Gleaming in the roaring fiesta.
Blurring contour

bewildered gaze.

Impalpable giggles scattering

Higher, lower, up, down.
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Maybe

On this arduous road of life

we are like two stars navigating in the universe

journaling along our own tracks

colliding from time to time, waving silent farewell sometimes
Nobody knows which fate awaiting us

Nobody knows if we 1l ever find each other

Snow layered by time, but it will not freeze

new tender buds of life.

A green dream is growing in every frigid land

awakening innocent youth.

Maybe, the flowing spring is hidden under our feet

Maybe, immortal lights have already lighten up in our hearts
Trees can’t feel it

Birds are unaware

In life, we are forever separated

In soul, I am constantly calling your name
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Such tenderness

Gleaming midnight roses
arms that holding Venus
melting snow white’ s heart

into spring water

Hands, used to holding doves
lightly touching
the fainting breaths

just like in a tender dream

A volcano, hasn’ t erupted
a lake, can’ t be docked

an angel is harder to reach than a devil

blocked and forbidden
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Life is full of mysteries
a flashing second is leading me into transcendence
autumn saying farewell

gathering is for separating
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Of that summer
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you had no memories

only red poppies

small flames

that burned your soul

a thousand poppies

open wounds

bleeding

inside you.

Your journey in search of oblivion
started in the soundless hours of the day
now lost

in the barren paths of the mind.
Then long sunset strips

sad omens

stained the sky red

slowly

surrounding you

in deep muffled silence
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The Ocean’ s Call

Beneath a mantle of silence
only the waves are alive today

in their relentless dance.

Pearl clouds

play in the distance
and the sun

too quickly

comes and vanishes.

I walk along the ebony cliff
shivering at the wind’ s icy touch
while

time and space dissolve

in the primordial roar
of the cobalt—blue sea.
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has bent me double: a luggage—handler; R DA AR R T 8 XU,
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Floating Mountain Tea Farm

O - WA, FIH A, #MiFE, oLl (Jurong, Jiangsu Province, China)
MIFRE, AEEZMELHERFETAILFR

FFERAR N, All Souls Potrey 4t &| 4K

The air breathes clearer up here

as we peer over a weathered edge

PSR, &35, AL BFE. REMHRFEL Into a caldera so primordial
6;}’1%\@‘2}}%&;&0 %—;ﬁ—ﬁf@] / iit%/ﬁ;g’ <<ﬂ-‘kﬁ‘§>> even the dinosaur was yet to gleam
Fo (AT HWZARLET) |

in the evolutionary eye.
This is the rim of something larger—
an ancient Vulcan in a spleen—who

;}:ﬁ. EH % blew out his side to level all below

beneath ash and super—heated pumice.

AT (EH) And here, above the low mists
s (P ) % that snake in from the Yangtze,

we walk the mottled paths between
Il ranks of tea, all bursting green
RTS8 AT ) in the May sunshine, enough

to launch whatever imaginary craft
BATHEA KL T, 2555 sails the wonder that brought us here.
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Flowering Tea

Jasmine, lotus, amaranth unfurling,

dancers within their universe of glass

and steaming water, reborn as sterling

gifts for patient ones. Small bubbles are kin;
breaths, in slow-release, ascend—globes within
a globe. The tea steeps, a worn traveler’ s pass
to an oasis hidden in silence,

green among dunes. It gives solace, fragrance,
rest. Each night the galaxy, a wedding

band of gemstones, arcs upon the broad ring

of the cloudless sky—true union of fates
awaiting those balanced enough to wait.

Slow down. SLOW down—ignore a priori,

Taste the buds and listen to their story.
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Sunset at West Lake, Hangzhou

The sun, a glowing copper disk,
Slips behind the silhouette of western peaks.
The city does not notice its loss.

The lake prepares its table for evening guests.

Platters circle before them: tongue, thigh, and breast.

For as long as memory can remember,

No one has refused to taste.
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THE FILLY

upon returning from the race course
the luckless master
keeps staring greedily

at her unsteady slim legs

while she struggles to remain
standing steady
afraid of being mistaken

as a new—born prostitute
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PAINTING LESSONS

not every evening glow
is ablaze with desire
not every melancholy patch of sky

is a primary color

each glittering leaf in the sun
has its withered yellow life story
each roaming cloud

is watched by a tiny pallid face in the window

on the resplendent palette of the world
he mixes and mixes

knowing sooner or later

he will come up with a color

that even God will envy
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WATCHING SUNSET AT THE SEASHORE

burning all day

trying to char every evil face on earth

yet at the last moment

he softens and relents

throwing the fireball

into the water

amid the sizzling sound

I see the entire ocean boil up

empty bottles, syringes, plastic bags, cups and plates
all rushing into this big pot

from every corner of the world

and in the dim dining room
a lonely old man grumbles

as he raises his plastic knife

and fork

Note: A dead whale was found in the Philippines with 88
pounds of plastic bags and other disposable plastic products
in its stomach.

(New York Times, March 19, 2019)
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5) fatk k. EHFE caikelin@vip.163.com
Solicitation Notice of Houston Poetry Garden

From the next issue, we will publish a major section of nature
poems in Chinese and English, hoping that our poetry friends will
respond.

1) Now we should take a long view, standing at the height of
Anthropocene

to write poems of nature. The so—called Anthropocene does
not have an accurate starting year, which may be the beginning of the
global impact of human activities on climate and ecosystem at the
end of the 18th century. We know that human activities have had a
profound impact on the whole earth. For example, the current large—
scale urban constructions, rural urbanization, the proliferation of
chemical fertilizers, pesticides, plastics, which provide people with
comfortable life, at the same time, we have to admit that they bring
pollution, cause damage to nature, and ultimately endanger human
survival.

2) We advocate writing poems about nature. On the one
hand, we should describe the beauty of nature and praise the beauty
of nature. On the other hand, we should pay close attention to
environmental protection, environmental pollution and attack the
destruction of nature between the lines.

3) There are so many media at present that it's hard for us poets
to stand

out individually by our own strength. Collectively, we should
write a large number of excellent poems about nature, which are
recognized by the public, and strive to establish a school of nature
poetry, like Misty Poetry or Nine Leaf Poets.

4) We require about 14 lines of each poem, and the maximum
length is no more than 20 lines, except for a particularly excellent
poem..

5) Manuscript sending: Cai Kelin: caikelin@vip.163.com
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